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Training Courses

from TalkSense

www.TalkSense.weebly.com
Working with the BIGmack:

Good Practice in implementation
Description of Course

The BIGmack and associated systems are very widely used across the UK. However, there is little training on their use in educational settings and often practice can be less than ideal which can contribute to 

Increase passivity as well as behaviour that some staff may find challenging.
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The 'Working with the BIGmack course explains the issues, implementation and ideas in everyday working with the BIGmack and its associated systems (LITTLEmack, BIGstep, LITTLEstep) in an educational setting. Beginning with programming and good practice in the use of the system with learners, the course covers a number of practices, problems and issues:

          -     attaching peripheral systems;

          -     labeling the BIGmack;

          -     timing with the BIGmack;
          -     fly swatting ;(avoidance);
          -     staff / Learner interactions: waiting time;

          -     anti-social greetings;
          -     Learner Understanding;

          -     behaviour modification;

          -     ideas and inspiration.

Course Objective(s)

Course Participants will be able to:

          -     program a BIGmack;
          -     use a BIGmack with peripheral systems;
          -     use the BIGmack as a timing system;
          -     recognise (and avoid) 'fly swatting';
          -     design interactions to reduce Learner passivity and behaviours that staff may find challenging;
          -     build better practice when using the BIGmack.
Other info

While the course specifically targets the BIGmack, LITTLEmack, BIGstep and LITTLEstep, the areas covered equally relate and apply to the majority (if not all) simple communication aids.

What level of ability does the course address?

Any potential BIGmack user with any level of Physical Disability and or Learning Difficulty. This course is suitable whether working with children or adults. It can be tailored to specific client groups.
Skill level of staff attending

Staff require no prior knowledge of BIGmacks or related systems in order to attend this course. 
Requirements

There are no special requirements.  Handouts of all slides will be provided.
Please note: Lunch is not provided. Please bring a packed lunch.
Course Outline (Times are flexible)
08:30    Arrival, Registration. Tea and Coffee
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09:00    Introduction to the BIGmack, LITTLEmack, BIGstep and LITTLEstep.
             Using a switch with a BIGmack
             Using the BIGmack as a switch
             Remote Control
             The BIGmack as a timer
             BIGmack and POLEs


10:30    Break


10:45
Labelling –Sensory caps
             Positioning: theory and practice
             Presentation
             Fly swatting
             Waiting
             Prompting
             Anti-Social Greetings
             Social Interaction Skills
             The Best Thing in the World
             Behaviours that challenge


12:00
Lunch  (Not provided: Please bring packed lunch)

13:00    Learner Understanding: Assumptions and Issues
14:00    Break
14:15    Ideas for practice

15:30    Q & A  Close of Course

Costs

A day’s course is just £99.  Lunch is NOT provided – please bring packed lunch.
Course Tutor

Tony Jones M.Ed., B.Ed. (Hons.), Cert.Ed.Man., Cert.Ed.Res., Cert.Ed. is a special needs teacher with over 30 years of experience in both Schools and Colleges.  He has written three major augmentative communication programs (LLL, Discovery and ViP) as well as authored a number of books and articles for journals on Special educational Needs.
Further Information

A variety of teaching approaches will be used throughout the course.  If you require any further information please visit the TalkSense website; www.TalkSense.weebly.com and follow the links to BIGmacks or make contact with me at TalkSense (Contact details on website)
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