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Training Courses

from TalkSense

www.TalkSense.weebly.com
Switching To Success:

Switch Development and Progression
Description of Course
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The Switching To Success course outlines the path taken to take an individual learner from no switch awareness to using switches for access to choice, communication, control, and the curriculum. A variety of switches are utilised and various techniques are explained on this journey from pre-intentionality through the development of Cause and Effect to symbol awareness and scanning.  Some hands on practice is provided during the course. The course develops a set of Switch Objectives as it progresses, culminating with a possible Switch Grading Chart. Eight Areas are covered in some depth:
1. Preparation – choosing a switch

2. Switch Awareness: Best thing in the World

3. (Physical) Access 

4. Cause and Effect

5. Timing Switch Access – Scanning 1

6. Moving from one to two (or more) switches

7. Choices with switches
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Objectives

Objective 01: will look at the switch when it is presented.

Objective 02: will tolerate the switch in his/her personal space.

Objective 03: will reach out & attempt to touch the switch.

Objective 04: is able to activate the switch (to create an effect).

Objective 05: will remove hand from the switch after activation is made.
Objective 06: will activate the switch once for each POLE event.

Objective 07: activates the switch only when the POLE event has terminated
Objective 08: attempts to reach the switch - ceases on POLE event.
Objective 09: demonstrates awareness of C & E consistently.

Objective 10: will activate the switch within X seconds of being instructed
by a Significant Other.

Objective 11: will activate the switch appropriately in response to an
automatic scanning mechanism

Objective 12: will operate the switch in response to and anticipation of a
POLE event.




Scanning 2

Course Objective(s)

Course Participants will be able to …

· state the switch rules;
· differentiate between different types of switch;

· understand how to time switches;

· test for cause and effect;

· be able to use a null switch;
· deal with individual switch problems;
· develop scanning skills with individual Learners.

· develop switch objectives for individual students.
· Grade Learner ability using the Switch Grading Chart.

What level of ability does the course address?

Any potential switch user with any level of Physical Disability and or Learning Difficulty. This course is suitable whether working with children or adults. It can be tailored to specific client groups.
Skill level of staff attending

Staff require no prior knowledge of switches or access in order to attend this course. 
Requirements

There are no special requirements.  Handouts of all slides will be provided.
Please note: Lunch is not provided. Please bring a packed lunch.
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Course Outline (Times are flexible)
09:00
Introductions
09:15
Preparation and Switch Rules

10:00
Switch Awareness: The Best Thing In The World
10:30
Break

10:45
Physical Access
11.30
Cause and Effect
12:00
Lunch  (Not Provided; please bring a packed lunch)
13:00
Timing Switch Access
13:30
Moving from One to two Switches
14:30 
Choices with Switches
15:00
Scanning Part Two
16:00
Q & A      Finish


Costs

A day’s course is just £99.  Lunch is not provided.
Course Tutor

Tony Jones M.Ed., B.Ed. (Hons.), Cert.Ed.Man., Cert.Ed.Res., Cert.Ed. is a special needs teacher with over 30 years of experience in both Schools and Colleges.  He has written three major augmentative communication programs (LLL, Discovery and ViP) as well as authored a number of books and articles for journals on Special educational Needs.
Further Information

A variety of teaching approaches will be used throughout the course.  An electronic copy of the paper on switch development will be provided for all course participants.  If you require any further information please visit the TalkSense website; www.TalkSense.weebly.com and follow the links to switches and switch training or make contact with me at TalkSense (Contact details on website)
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